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“4% voting Events 


Small Farmer Participation--Reports have indicated that the amsi)} far 
previeions of the 1940 program are regulting ‘n coneideradly mors con- 
servation work om the part cf #emall farmers, The $20 minimum ceynezt 

ig maxing 1¢ possible for emall farmers in wany areas to use mere © ime 
and phosphate on their sof{l, Im other avers, operators of ema.) farms 
are able to plant more winter legumes and improve permanent pastures. 

in tne ranee country, a special provision for a payment of 10 sen\s as 
acre ch non-trop pasturs, t# resulting in more water conserraticn, guch 
at the conetructicn of pits and reservoirs. The stats committer «xy 

have information om activities of small farmers for local prees end 
radic releases. Attached to the calendar is @ nimeogrash sheet surmari<- 
ing the emell farm vrovisions. 


Grant-of-Aid Progress--4 number of weekly stories have been relassid {a the 
States on the amounts of lime end phosphate, end other materials eine 
obtained thie epring as grants-of-atd by faruers participating in the ors- 
gran. Several types of stories on thia pert cf the program are sco:sibis 

ae the season prcegressse -~- reaulis obtained by farmers whe have used rach 
materiaies for the first time, total amounts used in the county an¢ stetes, 
etc, A good point to emphasise in grant-of-aid stories are the isnv-tine 
teauites of applying these materiale--such aa increased carrying cevaciity 

im permanent pastures, increased efficiency in crep production, and 4ieiilas 
advantages--rather than the actual aid te farmera in getting thes: nateriasir 
4m place of conservation payments, Another voint to stress is that farmers 
by being able to eet lime and phosphate in place of conservation payments, 
have their materiais on the soil, already “irewing interest" fer them, while 
other farmera will aot receive their paynents until later. 


Tree Planting Eesults--Kow that the spring tree planting season -* over ‘ts 
most areas, weekly releases and radio material sould be prepared to show 
the extent to which trees were planted under the #39 provision of the 1940 
program. Such releases could point out the number of trees ordered by 
ferners, varieties of trees planted, and the purpose for which farmers are 
using them--for erosion contre) on hill-sides and eroded areag, winidbreacs, 
io utilise wasteland, etc, The number of plantings tay be obtained from 
state nurseries, Prairic State Forestry Projects, anc state forest rs. 


Exhibite--Drawings have been made and approved for a bock of sursestions 
for fair exhibita and the books are expected to be mailed to the states 
early in May. The AAA background poster will da ahipped by the contractor 
to the states by May 15. Bide are out on the portabdie fair exhibits and 
will be opened iste in April. The schedule calls for shipment of the 
portable exhibits as follows: Western Region, June 1; North Central 
Region, June 17; Northeast and East Centrai Regions, July 2; Southern 
Region, July 17, Pictures of the portable exhibit will be mailes *5 the 


states in April. SBRAE™ 
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Corn Planting--Since corn planting will stert about May 16 in most 
ereas of the Corn elt, carly May will be the last opportunity to 
remind farmers in press and radio releases of the value of planting 
within their corn allotments. 


Wheat Activity--There are a number of local releases which might be 
prepared in connection with activity in the wheat program. As 
pointed ont in the section on the wheat progrsm, 1939 loans will 
about all be liquidated or renewed by May 1, and local press end 
radio releases could summarise the status of loan wheat by states 
and counties and point out the profit farmers have realised from 
the wheat loan. The summary could alzo include liquidation date 
ana the amount of farm storege loans being extended. The announce- 
ments of the 1941 national, state and county wheat allotmente will 
also be the basis of local releases; in these it will be important 
to point out the speeding up of the whest program over previous years. 


1939 Program ResultsesMany states will soon have tabulations of the 
resulta of the 1939 program, if these are not already available. The 
results of the practices carried ont and other data should prompt a 
number 6f stories stressing particularly, soile-building and eonserva- 
tion work done, In stovieos which point out the extent of practices 
used by farmers in your state, it will bo valuable to explain what 
these practices de for the soit, Suggestions for such points could 

be taken from the "Conservation Notes" which were recently distributed. 


¥armer—Businesemen Mectingse-In many stetea farmer-businessmen meetings 
will be compisted, Thig sugsesta the possibility of an illustrated 
feature summarizing the winter’s meetings. Such a feature could do 
much to highlight the reletionships between farm and elity prosperity. 
fhe story would néed careful handling to make it more than @ routine 
report on the number of meetings held and the number of persons attend= 
ing. Some of the good questions asked by businesgmen could probably 
furnish the key to the type of story which could be written in your 
atate. 


Crop Insurance Loss Ad justment-=Thore should be ample opportunity this 
spring for local press and radio material on umusual cases ef loss 
adjustment resulting from severe crop losses, and examples of how 


farmers have used indemity paymente, The 1941 Crop Insurance Progran, 
if announced in May, will be a tip for other local material. 


Green Manure and Cover Cropte-A story on the use of cover crops for 
goil protection has been suggested by the Hast Central Division end 


will be suitable for other areas where green manure and cover crops are 


used extensively. The story could explain the experience of farmers 
who used cover crops this past winter and could emphasize that the AAA 
Farm Prograa provides the means for mecting the need for cover crops 

in the atate, 4 state authority, probably tho state extension agrone 
omist, could be quoted on the need for cover crops on cultivated land 
in the state or county, ond explain 2011 losses that occur when no cover 


erops are used. Benefits of such green manure and cover crops as crimson 


Clover, vetch, rye, @tGe, should be listed. This story could be worked 
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into 2 food farn feature by showine the prorress that farmers of your 
statc have sade in eetting their cultivated land into freen nanure 

andj cover erens, 2s brourht out by the extent of such crops plarted 

as & soil-buildins prectice under the AAA progr:mme since 1936. Fice 
tures for lilustratines this stor could include shots of badiy washed 
and suilied fields to show the need for cover crops, rood stands of 
such crons as crimson clover or vctch on fields to show what these cevar 
erops vill do for the soil, amd pictures of a farmer actually plowing 
undcr 2 creen manure crop. 


Suprestions for Radio Prorrans in the States 


A viord on Intcrviews--In loesl interviovs betreen corrmittcenen ond non- 
corittcencn, "cast" the speciers carcrully. «aS am examplet a cor 
pitteenean can be "cast" so as to represent farmers renernlly, while 
the non-cormitteensn represents only himself. Intcrviews and discus- 
sions are sometimes weal: because none of the speakers represents ony 
point of view that is distinct fron that of other speulcers. As & Tex 
sult, they tell each other things that thoy obviously oli should mon; 
ang they senetimes tcll things “spontaneously" that shouldn't be spon 
taneous « 


The "Chicaro Round Table" idea scems simple but is diffi-~ 
cult. 3: SURu to rehearse, rehcars ¢@ and RaifE Nok, 
Kk He  # 
The nev: tips on the preceding pages are suitable for radio releases 


as yell as press. In addition to short radio releases and flashes, 
interviews and talks mirht be prepared on similar subjects. For example? 


Small Farns--In counties where there are many snall farmers, one or tio 


ef them could tell how they are conserving their soil iith the aid of 
the small far provisions cf the prorram. Along with their accomplish- 
nents, they could report on how they are now meeting special problems 
which they previously found difficult to meet. AAA committcenen could 
complete the story with othor examples and a summary of ell work being 
done by smali farmers in the county or state. 


Grant—of-Aid--larners using the crant-of-aid progran could report on the 
necd of materials end show whr it would be difficult for them to use 
such noterials this year without the grant-of-aid. Specific persenal 
exxples would be best. Included in this report could be data shoring 
how wuch of the materials thess farmers will use and the extent af the 
aereape that will be improved. 


Corn-lloe Situation-—In connection with the tip on corn planting (io. 5) 
comitteenen nicht discuss the corn=-hog ratio of the pust several years, 
and other foctors leading up to present low hoc prices. Then it odght 
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be shovm how farmers have been better able to meet the situation than 
they have previously under similar conditions without the program. It 
could be pointed out how corn loans, cllotments, purchases of the 
Federal Surplus Commodities Corporation, the food stamp plan and other 
perts of the program now are helping fearzers to chenge the advergee cozti-+ 
hog retio. Use conerete and personal tcrms in such a story~~ceneral 
terms would make the story too flat. 


Progrom Results—Results of the 1939 AAA Farm Program can be used in 
a variety of ways for radic—nows flashes, basis of interviews and 
talks on conservation, summaries of accomplishments, etc. 


Farmer-Businessnen Mectings—-An interesting broadcast might be pre- 
pared stressing the increased interest of business men in the farm pro- 


gram, using some of the most intelligent questions asked and discussed 
during the winter's series of farmer~businessmen meetings. Not all 
questions discussed at farncr-business meetings will make cood program 
material. 


Crop Insurance Adjustmonts--The personal and community experience 
stories behind crop insurance adjustments can be used in local radio 
releases to illustrate the purpose and usefulness of this part of the 


farm program. 


Winter Cover Protcction--Observations of farmers whose ficlds have 
been protected by winter cover crops would make interesting broadcast 
material, In such material you would went comparisons between pro= 
tected and unprotected fields to show what cover crops do for the soil. 
Past results with green manure crops could also be explained to show 
how these crops improve the soil. 


SECRUBARY WALLACE CLOSES 
CONSERVATICN SERIES 


Secretary siollace will close the A‘i radio series, 
"Today's Soil for Today and Tomorrow," Tuesday, April 30, 
on the National Farm and Home Hour. Your special attention 
is dirceted to the summer change of time which becomes ef- 
fective on the National Farm and Nome our just the day 
pefore the Secretary speaks. Persons using standard tine 
will hear the progran one hour carlier-—11330 e.m. sastorm 
Standard Time instead of 12330 pem. Persons using daylight 
saving time will hear the progron at the sane time as pre= 
viously. 


Suggestions for tats and Pictures 


Grant~of-Aid Frocess~-A series of pictures for a layout showing the 
various steps in obtaining and using matorials under the crant-of+ 
aid program vould make an interesting picture feature for farm pages, 
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35 Rance Picturea--vpring activity on the ren.c, such as carrm. ut 
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on tna J oe ¢ Soy iy i cy he 4 ; 
inle-lizy € “nd phosphate tf the railreai, the process of ety 


th: “iterinie on the soil, resuits 2s ther shew up in better aif i: 
and clever, and other pictures which would Lllustrate the jwaieof-aid 
YPOrT stile 

2. Pisturs File-~iir will be the best sionth in mon arecs for built lag ip 
& tite of pictur.s showing s variety of farninr operstions fer 1: ter 
use in film strips and exhibits, and nevs stories, lissouri, Vvor:ing 
through the former fieldnen, is attempting to obtain county coon bte 
coop:rtion in ‘milding 2 state ricture file. 


water practiccs and cultivetion practices on summer faliow tend, wats 
affoeri cood action picturcs for news shoto and other utes. 


Information on Developricnts 
in the Comnodity Procrams 


shent 3 Announcer:ent will be made inte in Var of the 1941 vhect 
aereace alletncnt, and of the state and county alietronts. 
The work of notifvine farmers of their 1941 farm allotments, 
normal yields, and crop insurance premiun rstcs will follow 
these announcements in areas where winter wheat Le crown. 


County corrdittees will continue work cn Listing te de~ 
tcrmine 1941 vhest allotments and yields, 


An announcenent will be made about Mey 15 as to “iether 
there will be a marketing quota for wheat this year, nis 
announcenent till serve as a news per for surmaricing the 
vear's vheat prorran. 


The 1939 wheat loan maturity date is April 30, ond 
licuidation or renewal of 1939 wheat loans wiil be proce 
ticelly complete by May 1. This should ive the opportunity 
in Nay to swarize (1) liguidction data, (2) foma stursge 
lozns being extended, and 3) how the loan in ronerci was 
used to the advuntuice of wheat farmers in ycur st.tc. 
whether or not there will bo o 1940 whest joan mar be c.nown 
late in the month. 


1941 wheat parity payments will be going cut eucruliy 
throushout the winter whect area. 


June 1 is the deadline date in the ierth Certrot viggion 
for requests for new fara vheat «Qlotrents for 1941. wheel 
state offices for this date in other rcgions. 
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Corn: cern plonting will be in Pwd swine threug 
eit; snd will be eonpletied befurc the Oo: of j 
dependine m the weather. (Seo. cection on Tipe on Coming 
ents and Developments in AAA, } 


Tobaeco: Flantin= cf flue-cured tobaceo will bo in proprese in 
Sore states, Cormittecs will bc nalcine preparations to 
begin the bright tobacco complicnee chee! during tho rent’, 


“OL bOr: Cotten planting rill centinuc, ami count: com utes 


tat be sree te ine normat cotton ~ields, (Cheek ith 
state offices, } 


erep incu J cslasiah Crop loss adjustments and resent of inlewrittes a 
under voy in tiinter wheat stutes. 


Counties will continue vorl: on wheat -‘tolds ond t 
for crop iasurcace, 


Tee (iret spring “heat inspection ani adjustrunts will 
be rude durinc the nth, 


vemdied acreage reports will be completed in Many. Those 
reports. are the basis fer liquidatins AAA advanees en LOZ 
erop insurance. 


(See Tips on Cerine Uvents and Developrents in 
story sucrestions. } 
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Corpliencet East Central Rericn: Troining schools for state ami oounty 
ccipliunce supervisors will be held in pee States vurine 
the’ oyonth. Perfor: mee chec*sinr wil) L user way Tn most 
costten amd flue-eured counties in lays 


north Sentral Serion:  Tie- oy state conferences at v7 
19240 cheel- of herds rm Lncc G wad be discussed ar to: 
so ootbed foriay ote lc: 4. The performinee chee! 
sogtod te borin , about June 1. 


omuthem Rerlonsr Sew —s performance ochocls for trainin 
ners marmee supervisors ond reporters, the | erformne : 
“LLL pot ebarted, 
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Jeotern Repiont Treinine schools fer fam roperturs willis b 

hel = e t sp adsvai persed ali counties e4ric’.in the.cant Cheeicin 
of periormeance of sprins-comm crops and soil~oulldiin: orace 
tises will be weld under way the latter mart of the conta «15 
rest areas a recheck of volunbucr + vhestinermosce willbe stembe 
pleted immediately after May 1 (ohee!: date sith State Cacutte 
Recheels supervisors Wili recheel: « crall pervontase of the yor 
of the farm roportera in ait sresa in ornicr to assur eccurus 
wid adequacy of their wor':. 
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$oilBuilding North Gentral Region--Way is an ideal tine for farmers 


Practices: to seed grass waterways ani bulld temporary dame in 


gullies and waterways wider the two new soli—-suliding 
practicee. Other farm and pasture land practices for 
May include: application of lime and superphosphate 
under the grant-of=-aid program, seme types of seedinga, 
planting green manure and cover crops, iaying out 
contour lines, reseeding deoisted pastures, terracing, 
and strip-cropping. Weed control work in organized 
weed control districte will begin late in tho month, 
Summer fallow tillage practices also begin in May, 
Most well digging is done in May and June in the range 
states. 

Northeast Region--Ths principal practices which 
Nertheast farmers may carry out in May are epplication 
of lime and superphosphate, and seeding of Legumes and 
@ragses. 


Southern Regione= Farmerea will be seeding summer 
legumes es green manure crops, eid in some ereas will 
still be turning under winter cover crops. Sumer 
gerdens will alec be planted, Aengs practices will 
iuclude deferred grazing end artificial reseeding, 


Fast Central Reclon~Practices which may be carriad out 
in May include terracing, application of lime end supere 
pheenhate, seeding of legumes and grasses, laying out 
fields fox atrip-cropping, and plowing under green manure 
CFops. 


Western Region--Soil-bullding practices which may be 
carried out during May include spring seeding of legumes 
end grasees, strip-cropping and summer-fallow protective 
practices, application of fertilizer in zome areas, cone 
struction of dame and other water development practices, 
Special attention should be given to practices which 
must be instituted befere a specified date. For example, 
Practice Sl, land must be clean-tilled from Mey 15 to 
Septemtor 15, (Check applicable dates for your state) 
(Points which may be included are estimated maximum pay= 
ments for counties, maximun coil—-buiiding allowances and 
commodi ty payments). . 


Practices under the Sugar Progrem--Sugar beets are planted 
in many parts of the beet arsca in May. Some of the farme 
4ng practices which ere one of the conditions for payment 

to best growera under the Suzar Act of 1937 may be carried 
out, or at least commenced, during the month. Amore these 
are the ceeding of adapted parennial or biennial legumes, 
peremial grasses, or mixtures of such legumas and gragesa, 
and the enplicstion of animal manure or specified commercial 
fertilisers in the required emounta, 
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Additional practices which may be carried oui ere the mainten- 
ance of protective coverings of adapted perenniai or biennial 
legusss, perennial grasses, or mixtures af auch legumen anc 
“xYasses, and the plowing under during 1939 of a goed stend ana 
growth of ar adapted green manure crop. State offices will have 
fuli iaformation on theese practices ae they apply te your atate. 


North Centrel Region-- State confsrences at which tne 174° 
check of performance will be discussed are scheduled for tne 
firet half of the month, preparatory te beginning the Czeax o7 
performarice atout June 1, Oatee of the meetings iieted in ths 
eection on compliancs. 


Piving wili be in progreges in all Norén Central States wmdar 
contracte for aaric] photography reflichie. 


The moticn picture, *Corn When You Nead It,“=--a combination of 
the Igea and Onis moviee~-should be avaiiabie in ail etates 
Guriag May, So shoulg¢ the twe South Dakota filme, “Savinza 
Vader Seal," and “Wheat on Cali.” 


May 1 ig the final date for aigning 1940 Parm Flengs, This wil 
be a psg for informational material , 


The regional conference at which suggestions for the 1941 Farm 
Program will be considered will be held in Chicago, June 15, 14 
ané 15, 


Northeast Region--County meetings for the discugsicn of Pecom- 
Bendations for the 1941 AAA Farm Program will te heid shreugh 
thea region in May. 


Aerial photography flights will be made in the Connesticut falley 
(iacluding areas in Connecticut and Maesachusetts), Lancastar 
Comty, Pa.; Suffolk County, ¥.7.; and in New Jersey. 


The enrollment of farmers in the 1940 program will be completsd 
in May. 

Southern Region--County offices will work on allotments for re- 
constituted farme and will be preparing final tabulatione prior 
to setablishine normal yields for cotten, wheat, sad otner cropa. 


1939 agricultural and Fange conservation paymente will continue 
to go out to farmers. 


County and community committeemen will complete and return to 

the state offices questionnaires asking recommendatione on the 
194] AAA Program, State conferences on the 1941 program wi it 

also be held in Hay: they will be attended by the state comm t- 
tees, state etaffs, spscialists in agriculture end homeraking, and 
representatives of the Southern Divigion from Washington. 


May 31 ie the closing date for filing anplications for peraent 
under the 19239 Agricultural Conservation Program in Alatazn,, 
Louigiana, Migsissippi, South Caroline, and Texas. 
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Bdticational meetines--etate, district, scout 
66) crop insurance program are echedl ss for Texas ah 


Hast Central Regign.. Metrict anc county meetinga of committe 


we ADT gett 


men wij) be held during May to digcuas wheat yidlae ane «@ 
mente, and premium ratee for crop insurance. 
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Faraere wiil be reesiving wheat price adjustment oayrerte. arc 


somty cotmitéees will be securing sisaatursa om anni icat 
for price adjustment payments. 


County committees will also be completing the determins tion om 


1940 farm yields in eotton counties, asd maxing an audit of 
county office cotton recorda. 


County farmer-huginesamen meetings will be comsleted dd. 


rir 
At these meetings the uged for and the purposes o” the Agrtoe 


tural Coneervation Program sre diecuesesd 


Western Retion--Farmers and county committeanen | 


ie has 


be asear 


® 
a 
the month so #e% recommendations for the 1941 proeram to sta' 


committees. 


» 


KY. 


Mey l iz the deadline for the 1940 Fars Pies sign-up. (Reauits 


the stemeoup and comparisons with that of iset year wili ff 
opportunities for local news and radio reiesses, ) 


Seferred pgraging dates will have been set and ranchers wi’ 
the deferred graring practices during the month, $f not ber: 
Other major range practices will be geading in the nor herr 


and furrowing., State offices will be Satlating 0940 pars) st 


tion in Meye-another opportunity for local releager. 


yagi 


Ail Re ions-~Sesretary Wellace will meke an important wneect 
regarding farm credit at & especial meeting of Sarnera sac f% 


ieaders in St. Paul, Minnesota, Saturcay, Avril c?. The epeec? 


will be broedcast over the National Ferm and Yome Your, 


Hetions? Fange Conference~-Ths annual range conference, &° 


rancher sugqreation® ©ill be coneidered in regard to the 104 


Renge Proerem, will open im Midland, “Yozmr, Jane 4 end #: 


at Sen Anvalo, Texma, on June 28. The 17 range states wo’: 


represented, Administrator vane and Assistant Secretery cf 
Aerioulture Grover B, "411 will epeak during the conferané. 
Pert of the weeting will include an inspection of AAS practice 


that have been used tc improve Texas range land, snd the eu% 


stazion of the Toxas Experiment Station at Sonore. 


anova) AMA Tonference--The national AAA conference, to oe h 


oe ay 


Wnahineion, D. C., duly 16, 22 and 12, will climax a earier o 


Lah 
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state end regional conferences at which suggestions for the 
1941 AAA Farm Program will be considered. ach state will 
be represented by members of the state committse and exten- 
sion service. 


AAA Anniversary -~ May 12 1s the seventh anniversary of the 
first AAA farm program. The Agricultural Adjustmen’ Act was 
approved May 12, 1933, and was designed to deal with the 
agricultur:1 emergency then confronting farmers throughout 
the nation. This date could be used effectively in press and - 
radio releases, as a starting point to show the prorrest 
farmers in the atate or county have made in using the Farm 
Prograns to meet their needs. 
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